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As the world strives to implement the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
meeting target 16.9 – “provide legal
identity for all, including birth
registration”1 – is essential to fulfill the
aspiration to leave no one behind. As
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, everyone has the right to
be recognized as a person before the law,
and states have an obligation to create
legislative and administrative frameworks
that enable individuals to be recognized
by the state.

Situation



In many developing countries, the births of a
substantial share of children are unregistered.
Registering births is important for ensuring the
fulfillment of human rights. Free birth registration is
the key starting point for the recognition and
protection of every person’s right to identity and
existence. Failure to register births either due to
insufficient administrative systems, discrimination, or
isolation is a key cause of social exclusion. By
ensuring registration of all births, countries will
increase their population’s opportunities to access
services and opportunities and their ability to track
health statistics (infant mortality rates, vaccination
coverage, etc.).

Definition
Civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems
underpin good governance and planning at a national
level. These systems play an important role in ensuring
reliable and up-to-date data on population size, dynamics,
and population health.

The importance of having a legal identity cannot be
underestimated. To be undocumented means to be
denied opportunities and possibilities to exercise civil and
social rights. In practical terms, there is no distinction
between an undocumented person whose birth was never
registered and one whose birth was registered, but who
never obtained his or her national identity document. As
such, this has a direct effect on possibilities and
opportunities for full participation in social, political, and
economic life.

Importance



Legal
identity:
the base

of human
rights

On the way to
SDG
Current birth registration coverage is not
adequate to meet SDG target 16.9, even
among countries with functioning civil
registration systems.

A global
problem

Globally, there are currently an estimated  1.5
billion people  without the means to officially
verify who they are. However, because there is
no universal indicator to measure legal identity,
this number could be even higher.

Ensuring biometric
data

A legal identity is the legal registration and
documentation of a person that enables that
person to access rights, benefits and
responsibilities in their country. This can include
documentation of name, personal data, date of
birth, and a unique identifier, whether in the
form of  biometric  data or a unique identifying
number.



Art. 7

"The child shall be registered immediately
after birth and shall have the right from
birth to a name, the right to acquire a
nationality and. as far as possible, the
right to know and be cared for by his or
her parents."

Convention on the
Rights of the Child



Four key
elements

The four key elements essential to a
conducive enabling environment for
pursuing a holistic identity system
are: political commitment; a legal
framework that enables data
sharing; a data privacy and
protection framework; and
technology ownership from the
outset to mitigate possible vendor
lock-in.

Digitalization

The digitization of CRVS and identity
management systems, together with
other government functional
systems, enables more efficient ways
for processing identity information;

Identity data

Other components of an identity
ecosystem, including the issuance of
identification credentials and
functional government systems, rely
on civil registration records as the
only source of up-to-date identity
data;
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Current birth registration coverage is not adequate to meet SDG target
16.9, even among countries with functioning civil registration systems.
That's why we suggest a holistic approach (fig.1: 

CVS system

A strong CRVS system that registers
all vital events from birth until death
for the whole population is an
essential precondition for the
implementation of a holistic identity
system;

Suggestions





Universal registration will unlock all other
benefits and opportunities elaborated in this
compendium, both for the population and
the government. When all vital life events of
an entire population are registered in a timely
manner and sustained into the future, digital
technologies and increased data sharing
opportunities that leverage legal,
administrative, and technological
interoperability will create the basis for a
range of services

A holistic approach is
good practice and
enables the
development of other
good practices


